
 
Colonial Day for Mrs. Felix’s, Mr. Mehnert’s  

and Mrs. Formus’ Students 

 
The 5th grade Language Arts Unit 2 curriculum focused on nonfiction reading.  The students 
researched the colonial time period at length and then chose a particular type of person to 
highlight. With the help of Mrs. Inkrote, the Computer teacher, a Google Classroom project was 
assigned to the students that provided directions, a rubric, and information on many colonial 
types of people for the students to create a Google Slideshow presentation. On December 9, 
2016, the students showcased all that they learned throughout this unit in a culminating 
activity called Colonial Day. 
 
Along with the presentations, the students also prepared either a game or a recipe that was 
enjoyed in colonial time.  Some games were Whirligig, draughts (checkers), Duck Duck Disease, 
Nine Pins and jump rope. Food items included Sugar Cakes, Snickerdoodles, Potato Soup, Beef 
Stew, biscuits, corn bread and chicken and rice.   
 
Parents, Board of Education members, and school administrators were invited to attend the 
event.  It was a huge success and the students did a wonderful job.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

4th Graders Hard at Work in Ms. Kirby’s Classroom! 
 

 

If you enter our classroom, you’ll immediately feel a buzz of excitement, and not 
just because winter break is fastly approaching!  Now that we are just about four 
months into the school year, your students are tackling more challenging skills 
and continue to push their thinking further than they have before.  This is exciting 
stuff! 
 
In Language Arts, we have recently closed the chapter of persuasive writing and 
researching on nonfiction topics. This was a big accomplishment for the students 
as they were required to think beyond themselves to successfully reach their 
target audience in writing and to grow larger ideas and connections in their 
reading. We are now taking our newly developed skills and embarking on a new 
journey through history to the time of the American Revolution. The students are 
very excited for the challenging tasks that lay ahead of them in researching an 
historical event and transferring that knowledge into an informational writing 
piece.  
 
In Math, we are nearing the end of our unit on fractions. The students have 
worked with various manipulatives in order to get a sense of the size of fractions, 
their location on a number line, and how they compare to other fractions. These 
skills will continue to be expanded upon come 5th grade. In preparation for our 
next unit of study, continue to practice those multiplication facts with your 
students! 
 
In Social Studies, we are continuing to learn about our great state of New Jersey 
from many different aspects. Most recently we’ve learned about some of New 
Jersey’s earliest people, the Lenape Indians. From their connection to the land, 
traditions, and relationship with early European settlers, we are now a wealth of 
knowledge on all that is Lenape! The students worked really hard to synthesize 
this new information from multiple resources including textbooks and websites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We are excited to announce that Stony Brook School will participate in No One 
Eats Alone Day on February 10, 2017!   
 
No One Eats Alone Day is a program created by Beyond Differences, a non-profit 
organization, dedicated to ending social isolation in schools by creating a culture 
in which all children feel included, valued and accepted by their peers.   
 
Our students will be participating in lessons during the month of January 
presented by Amy McLaughlin and Alexandra Gallo which will address the issues 
of social isolation and how our students can play a key role in making all students 
feel included!  The program will take place during each grade level’s lunchtime 
where we will be emphasizing the importance of including all students in 
conversation to ensure that No One Eats Alone!   
 
Please check our Twitter for updates @SBSGuidance and @SBCST1 as we prepare 
for the big day!! 
 
 
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted”  ~ Aesop 
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Miss J’s 4th and 5th Graders 
It is so hard to believe that our first Trimester has come and gone!  
This school year is just flying by before our eyes!  Our 4th and 5th 
graders have been working very hard to complete all of the school 
work and stay focused as the holidays approach!  From Science to 
Math, Language Arts to Social Studies, our 4th and 5th graders 
have been learning and exploring all day.  Our 4th graders just 
returned from their 1st field trip to Liberty Science Center and 
we had a BLAST!

Upcoming Events
Please keep an eye out for some of our upcoming events in the 
district.  December 22nd is a single session day.  Our Winter 
Break will be from December 23rd thru January 2nd.  Please 
reach out to your homeroom parent and/or homeroom teacher to 
see when Holiday Parties will be!  

Johnston �1

Language Arts  

In Language Arts, we have just 
finished our unit on personal 
narratives! We will begin our next 
unit on informational writing once 
we return from break.  We have 
also been studying various reading 
strategies such as making 
predictions and asking questions 
before, during, and after reading in 
order to increase our 
comprehension. 

Social Studies  

In Social Studies, we have been 
working hard to learn about the 
various types of landforms found in 
the United States of America.  We 
are currently working on our final 
project of making our favorite 
landforms out of clay.  In our next 
unit, we will begin our study on 
Colonial America.   

Science  

In Science, our class just finished 
our first unit on States of Matter.  
We are currently working on our 
second unit on Energy.  We will use 
models to describe that energy in 
animals’ food (used for body 
repair, growth, motion, and to 
maintain body warmth) was once 
energy from the sun.   

CLASSROOM NEWS 
From our 4th and 5th Graders
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Math 

We are continuing our first unit in 
math with focuses on number 
sense to 100.  We are exploring 
different ways to visualize and 
represent numbers and 
becoming familiar with 
equivalent representations of the 
same number.  We are also 
studying the importance of the 
number 10 and comparing the 
values of whole numbers to 100. 

• Skip counting by 5’s, 10’s, 10’s 

• Detect errors in skip-counting 
sequences 

• Use number patterns to solve 
problems 

We have been working hard to 
master these skills using practice 
and manipulative.   

We have been using various 
technology programs to help us 
with our learning as well!  In 
particular, we love to practice our 
skills on Front Row, Sumdog, and 
Math Playground.   

If you would like more websites 
to practice various skills on 
differentiated levels, feel free to 
look on my website https://
sites.google.com/a/
branchburg.k12.nj.us/johnston/. 

https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/johnston/
https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/johnston/

